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CHAPTER I

THE STORY OF THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL
DEPARTMENT IN INDIA

(a) 1862 TO 1902

IT is seventy-seven years since the Archaeological Department in India
was first instituted. Its history opened in 1862 with the appointment
of General (afterwards Sir) Alexander Cunningham as ' Director of
Archaeology/ his duties being ' to make an accurate description of
such remains as most deserve notice, with the history of them so
far as it is traceable and a record of the traditions that are retained
regarding them/ It was not, however, intended that the new office
should be a permanent one; it was thought that in a few years
General Cunningham would have accomplished his task and that
Government would then fully have discharged its obligations to the
past. By 1871, however, more liberal ideas had begun to prevail.
In that year General Cunningham's appointment was declared to
be that of 'Director-General of the Archaeological Survey of India/
and his function * to superintend a complete search over the whole
country and a systematic record and description of all architectural
and other remains that are remarkable alike for their antiquity or
their beauty, or their historic interest/ But although now nominally
the head of the Archaeological Survey of all India, General Cunning-
ham was actually head of the Survey in northern India only; for the
survey was not extended to the Madras and Bombay Presidencies
until 1874, and then the charge of the two Presidencies was given